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Section 1
2016 Society Committee & Contacts
Chairman                     Paul Marshall       Tel. number:-   TBA
                                                                             Email:-   Paul.Marshall@desco.uk.com  
Treasurer                     John Ford             Tel. number:-   07879 647018
                                                                             Email:-   johnfordref@hotmail.com
                                                                                   Or:-   johnford@sheffins.co.uk
Secretary                     Ian Gunn               Tel. number:-   07774 843274
                                                                             Email:-   ILG1961@aol.com
Member                        Derek Griffiths    Tel. number:-   TBA
                                                                             Email:-   derekgriffiths@bes-c.co.uk
Member                        Paul Baker            Tel. number:-   07919 251050
                                                                                       Email:-   Paul.Baker@desco.uk.com 
Member                        Jim Rooks             Tel. number:-   TBA
                                                                                      Email:-   Jim.Rooks@ntlworld.com
Member                        Rico Liverani        Tel. number:-   TBA
                                                                                      Email:-    r.liverani21@gmail.com
Member                        Frank Birch           Tel. number:-  TBA
                                                                                       Email:-   frankbirch1@talktalk.net
Web-site Host            Andrew Teasdale  Tel. number:-   

                                                                              Email:-    andrew@teasdale.org
Website addresses
Wearside Wanderers  website

http://www.wearside-wanderers.co.uk/#
Society Golfing website (For scores, fixture details etc)

http://www.societygolfing.co.uk/soclogin.golf
Log in WWGOLF     Password WWGSIN
Section 2

Wearside Wanderers Golf Society

2016 Main Championship

Following the success of previous years we once again propose to run a minimum 16 round, season long golf Championship consisting of one or more rounds per month from late March to October. Each round will be played on a Friday, Saturday, Sunday or Bank Holiday Monday. The day will depend on course and tee time availability. To allow for persons being unavailable to play due to other commitments, only your best ten scores will count, please refer to section 4 for further details.

A £40 yearly membership fee will be required from all Members, this will provide a fund for course booking deposits. The membership fee will be returned to you in the way of green fee subsidies through the season and will also pay for the dinner and prizes on Finals day in October. 
The Championship will use the standard Stableford scoring system, please see section 3 for further details.
Before each round a member of the committee will carry out a draw to determine the order of play and the groupings, except for the final round when we will go out in reverse Championship order (please see the timekeeping Rules in section 6).
At each round we will have a Longest Drive and Nearest the Pin competition, these will count toward season long championships, please refer to section 4 for further details.

Two’s Pot
Each Member will pay 50p at the start of rounds 1-15. At the end of the season the pot will be divided on a 1 “Two” 1 share basis. This competition will be run and administered by Steve & Gordon Grant.
Round winners bonus

Each player (member or guest player) who wishes to enter will pay £1 at the start of every round, the winner on the day takes the pot. This competition will be administered by Frank Birch. 
Tim Aberdeen Shield (Formerly the President’s Cup)
In memory of our friend Tim Aberdeen we renamed our knockout cup following his death in 2013. As in previous years we intend to run this competition along the lines of the FA cup, please see section 5 for further details. 

Wanderers “Ryder Cup” Team Challenge Day
Please see section 5 for further details
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Handicaps & Scoring
Initial personal handicaps will be calculated using official club handicaps if available. If not, new members who have not played with the society previously will be given an initial handicap of 18, this will be reviewed by the Committee after playing three rounds. Existing members who played last year will have their recalculated handicap carried on from the final game last season. There will be a maximum handicap of 28 and personal handicaps will be calculated after each round based on Stableford points scored in relation to the average score for each individual round as shown below :-

Score 10 or more points below the average or “Scratch Score”    =Gain 3 strokes Score 6 to 9 points below the Scratch Score (4 point band width) =Gain 2 strokes

Score 2 to 5 points below the Scratch Score (4 point band width)   =Gain 1 stroke

Score the Scratch Score plus or minus 1 point         = Handicap remains the same Score the Scratch Score plus 2 to 4 points (3 point band width)   = Minus 1 stroke
Score the Scratch Score plus 5 to 7 pts (3 point band width)       = Minus 2 strokes Score the Scratch Score plus 8 or 9 pts (2 point band width)       = Minus 3 strokes Score the Scratch Score plus 10 or 11 pts (2 point band width)  = Minus 4 strokes

Score the Scratch Score plus 12 or 13 pts (2 point band width)  = Minus 5 strokes

And so on in 2 point increments, there is no upper limit to the handicap reduction

If there is a tie for first position a “Count Back” will be implemented on the back nine, back six or back three holes to decide the winner. In the event of a tie for the overall winner after the final round the winner will be deemed to be the player who won the most individual rounds of the championship. If tied we will then take into account the number of rounds played . If still tied, we will take into consideration the best single Nett stroke score during the season.
In the event of bad weather causing play to be stopped the scores will count up to the last hole completed by ALL players. If the match is abandoned BEFORE the field have passed the half way point the round will be considered null and void. If a single player has to withdraw for any reason other than the weather his score will be null and void and he will not receive any handicap adjustment.
Standard Stableford scoring system will be used with points allocated as below:-

Two or more over Nett par =   0 points

One over Nett par                  =   1 point

Nett par                                    =    2 points

One under Nett par               =   3 points

Two under Nett par               =   4 points

Three under Nett par            =   5 points
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Wearside Wanderers Golf Society

Competition Format

Main Championship

Each Championship round will consist of one 18 hole round of golf. Scoring will be the standard Stableford scoring system as described previously. Only your best ten scores out of the minimum sixteen rounds will count towards the Championship.
Nearest the Pin competition
The Nearest the Pin competition will be played over all rounds, one par 3 hole per course will be designated as the “Nearest the Pin” hole. Measurements will be taken and recorded at each round.  The overall category winner will be the player who wins most rounds. 

Measurements are to be taken from the front edge of the hole to the front of the ball, in other words, the shortest distance. In the event of a tie the overall winner will be the tying player who got nearest to the hole over all rounds.

Longest Drive competition
The longest drive competition will consist of 16 rounds, one suitable hole per course will be designated as the “Longest Drive” hole. For a shot to count towards the championship the ball must travel a significant distance (at least 150 yards) and finish on the correct fairway (or green). Players must use their “usual” driving club, be it a driver, 3 or 5 wood or even a long iron.

The overall winner will be the player who wins most rounds. In the event of a tie the competition will continue on the last course at the next suitable hole until a winner is found. The choice of holes will be decided by the committee. 
Team Challenge Day
This year once again we intend to run a one day, Ryder cup style competition. The format is that the Chairman and Captain will each pick two teams of 8 to12 players of varying ability, playing in singles and team Stableford games. Full details will be released later. 

Wanderers Weekend Away (Borders Championship)
As in previous years we have organised a two game weekend away trip in June to compete for the Wearside Wanderers Borders Championship. Further details will be announced soon. This competition will be organised by John Ford and Ian Gunn.
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Wearside Wanderers Golf Society
Competition Format (continued)

Tim Aberdeen Cup
A couple of years ago our previous Chairman Brian Sykes suggested, in the interest of friendly competition, the running of a knockout style golf competition. This competition was run separate from the main championship. In honour of our good friend Tim Aberdeen who we sadly lost to cancer in late 2013 we decided to rename our knockout cup competition. 
As we understand many members have busy lives and don’t always have the time to play extra matches we have changed the rules slightly to encourage the playing of Aberdeen Shield games within the normal Wanderers games. To help with this the scoring of Aberdeen Shield games will be head to head Stableford scores using full handicaps, ties will be decided in the usual way (with a back 9, 6, 3 or 1 hole “countback”).
We intend to designate certain rounds of the Wanderers season as “Aberdeen Shield Days” where you will be encouraged to play your matches at the same time as your usual Championship games. If you or your opponent are unable to play on the designated day you can still play in the usual manner but the old rules will apply (the first name out of the hat will have “home” advantage and have choice of course. He will also be responsible for arranging and agreeing the time and date of the fixture with his opponent).
To reduce the number of players to 16 there will be a preliminary round with names drawn out of the hat playing for the right to be entered into the first round proper. 
If any player is unable to complete their tie by the specified date their opponent will be given a bye into the next round.
This competition will be run and administered by John Ford. 

The round competition dates will be as follows
Preliminary round   To be completed by  TBA
Round 1                      To be completed by  TBA
Round 2                      To be completed by  TBA
Semi Final                  To be completed by  TBA
Final                             To be played before Championship Finals day.  
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Society Rules

Time Keeping
In order to collect the green fees and allow the playing order draw to take place in a civilised manor, all competitors MUST be at the relevant golf course AT LEAST 30min BEFORE the first tee time. Due to some problems in previous seasons anyone not at the course by this time will not be entered into the draw and will be automatically placed in the final group.
THIS RULE WILL BE ENFORCED!
The only exception to this rule is if you know you are going to be late (stuck in traffic etc), please telephone the Captain, Vice Captain or another member of the committee as soon as possible and inform them. 

If you commit to playing but don’t turn up you WILL be charged for the round as we will have had to pay the relevant green fees.
Dress Code

As most reputable golf clubs have a strict dress code, all players MUST abide by the requirement listed below:-

Trousers

Dress type trousers or chinos only, NO denim jeans, cargo pants, tracksuits or shellsuits will be allowed.

Shorts
Tailored knee length shorts only, NOT football, beach, cycling, boxing or ¾ length shorts. Some clubs will not allow shorts in the clubhouse building so bring a pair of trousers for the after match “Post-Mortem”.
If shorts are worn, white sports socks or knee length socks are to be worn.

Shirts
As we now provide WWGS branded golf shirts to all members you will be expected to wear them at all Society events. Football shirts or tee shirts are not allowed (some clubs do not allow shirts with large advertising logo’s on show). Shirts are to be tucked into trousers at all times.

I know we are now in the 21st century and these requirements seem a little draconian but we are after all, guests in the respective golf clubs and are expected to abide by their local club rules. If there are any club specific rules (soft spikes, hats etc) I will try to inform you in the lead up to that game.
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Lost Balls
In the interest of faster play, if a ball is lost in a position it could be reasonably be expected to be found (long fairway grass etc) a ball may be dropped on the edge of the fairway in the approximate position your first ball was lost and a TWO stroke penalty taken. This is to save the time taken by walking back to the position of your previous shot, playing a new ball then walking on again (this is effectively “Stroke & Distance”). Please note this arrangement is a Society rule OUTSIDE the R&A Rules.

If however your ball definitely goes Out of Bounds or is seen to go into an area it is very unlikely to be found (thick bushes or gorse etc) a provisional ball MUST be played from the same position as the previous shot BEFORE going to search for the first ball. A ONE stroke penalty will apply for the dropped ball if your first ball cannot be found (“Stroke & Distance”, see R&A rule 27). Please remember as per the R&A Rules Of Golf a MAXIMUM of 5 minutes are allowed when looking for a lost ball, this will be strictly enforced in an effort to reduce slow play.
The above society rules DO NOT apply to balls lost in designated water hazards. In this case the R&A rules MUST be enforced (1 stroke penalty drop, see rule 26).
“Gimmies”
There will be NO Gimmies allowed, all putts MUST be sunk.
Young trees and saplings (The local course rules shall apply)
A free drop (within two club lengths, no nearer the hole) will be allowed if a ball lands beside a staked tree or sapling that could be damaged by your club or ball during your swing or shot. No free drop will be allowed from mature trees or bushes (a one stroke penalty drop, within 2 club lengths, no nearer the hole, may be taken if required).

Finally and most importantly
Please show consideration for others and avoid slow play and at all times. If you reach a point where you are unable to score a point with your next shot 

PICK UP YOUR BALL AND WALK ON WITH YOUR GROUP, DO NOT PLAY ON.
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Trophies and Prizes
Main Championship
Wearside Wanderers Championship Trophy and winner’s prize (£100)

Tim Aberdeen Shield
Winner’s Trophy and prize (£50)

Borders Championship (Weekend Away)
Winner’s Trophy

Nearest the Pin Championship

Winner’s Trophy

Longest Drive Championship

Winner’s Trophy

Round of the year
Trophy

Most Improved Golfer (as decided by the committee)

Trophy

Shot of the year

Trophy

Bandit of the year

Trophy

The Two’s Pot

Trophy 
Round Winners

The winner of each round will receive a winner’s medal / trophy.

